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Local fleets report massive fuel savings in 2012 
Nearly 14 million gallons of petroleum avoided through alternatives and efficiency measures 

SEATTLE, Wash (July 19, 2013) – Through Western Washington Clean Cities initiatives, over 75 

local fleets collectively eliminated the use of 13.6 million gallons of petroleum in 2012. By 

switching to cleaner, alternative fuels and implementing efficiency measures, these fleets also 

reduced $38 million in spending on foreign oil and prevented the emission of more than 93 

thousand tons of greenhouse gas pollution.   

“We’re really proud of our partners and members,” said Stephanie Meyn, program manager for 

the Western Washington Clean Cities Coalition. “Each of them has taken calculated risks and 

demonstrated tremendous leadership toward advancing regional goals to sustain the natural 

beauty, economy and public health of the Pacific Northwest.” 

The Western Washington Clean Cities Coalition is a not-for-profit membership organization 

dedicated to expanding the use and availability of alternative fuels and advanced vehicle 

technologies in the Pacific Northwest. Western Washington Clean Cities is one of the nearly 100 

coalitions in the U.S. Department of Energy’s Clean Cities initiative.  

“A primary goal of Western Washington Clean Cities is to reduce the amount of foreign oil 

consumed by fleets in our region each year,” said Meyn. “We do this by educating fleets about 

alternatives such as biofuels, compressed natural gas, propane, and electricity – and helping 

them find the technology and financing partners to help make the switch.”  

Each year, Western Washington Clean Cities measures the progress of its members and 

partners by collecting data on the amount and type of fuel used by their fleets. The U.S. 

Department of Energy sets a target for each Coalition to reduce petroleum use by 16 percent 

per year over the previous year. The 2012 Survey showed that Western Washington members 

reduced petroleum use by more than 33 percent compared with 2011.  
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“In 2012 our partners really embraced electric vehicles,” observed Meyn. “More than 10 

percent of our fuel savings are a result of fleets switching to electric vehicles. We also noted an 

uptake in propane vehicles – with police fleets, appliance repair and elevator maintenance 

companies among those moving to propane.” 

“There’s a groundswell of enthusiasm for sustainable vehicle technologies in Western 

Washington,” said Meyn. “With this kind of growth, and with the added boost of rising fuel 

costs, we expect to further surpass our goals in 2013.” 

2012 Western Washington Clean Cities Partner Accomplishment: 

 13.6 million gallons of petroleum displaced. Local fleets switched to electric, biodiesel, 

ethanol, hybrid, propane and natural gas vehicles, saving millions of gallons in foreign 

oil.  

 93,448 tons of greenhouse gases reduced. The increased use of alternative fuels and 

fuel-efficient hybrid vehicles has helped achieve significant reductions in regional 

greenhouse gas pollution.  

 $38 million in spending on foreign oil reduced. By not purchasing foreign oil, Clean 

Cities partners instead invested in local fuels and technologies, supporting local jobs and 

economic growth.  

 For information about Clean Cities members and projects, visit: 

http://www.wwcleancities.org/ 

 

 

#   #   # 

 

Western Washington Clean Cities provides education, technical assistance, access to grant funds 

and all the resources needed to adopt alternative fuels and technology that contribute to the 

reduction of petroleum consumption. Initiatives focus on alternative fuels and vehicles, fuel 

blends, fuel economy, hybrid electric vehicles, and idle reduction.   


